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By Candice Whitney!

few years, the term Afro"[taliana/o or Black Italiano/Italiana has become the new term to describe

Italians with African origins. Even though it depends on the person if they identify with these
terms, many young Italians have gone to social media to establish forms of community, and to inspire
others to celebrate their personal beauty and the diverse gifts they bring to Italy and the world. This month
I highlight a three women'led arts and social media initiatives founded by women of African roots in the
Emilia Romagna that challenge standards of beauty. !
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2 fdlof the ways in which people propel change and social attitudes is through the arts. Over the past

In the late summer and early fall of 2016,
Bologna based designer Julieta Manassas resurged
from her hiatus. Born in Luanda, Angola, her style
is ever'changing, inspired by her life experiences.
She came back onto the fashion scene in Bologna
step by step. She began by organizing a runway of
new designs at one of the first book promotions of
Aglio Olio Pili Pili in mid"2016 as one of the
figures interviewed in the project. I had first learned
about Julieta through the event photos published
online by Aglio Olio Pili Pili, and upon returning to
Bologna in the fall, I became determined to meet
her. By September, she was already engaged in
different design and theatrical projects, most
prominently Bologna Design Week, where she
launched her new seasonal collection that takes
elements from African fashion and American
gangster styling. All of these little fashion projects
culminated in the re"opening Julieta Manassas
Atelier on Via Saragozza 107/a in early October
2016. !

Julieta’s perspective on making clothing and
costume designs stems from her passion for creating
collections that unveil experiences and concepts.
When speaking to the Repubblica about the launch,
she shared that her style and her inspiration comes
from her experiences living in Europe and Africa, as
well as from classic designers such as Coco Chanel,
Armani and Dior. Julieta’s approach to producing
clothes could be described as “slow fashion”, by
emphasizing the power of experimentation and
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challenges much of the trends in the fashion
industry nowadays, as designers are pushed to
constantly create and sell new collections; these
garments are then consumed by the masses,
disposed of and contribute to climate change. Her
collections aim to inspire others by showcasing new
concepts and experiences. !

An avid learner, Julieta is always looking for
new opportunities to explore her creativity as a

!

Julieta Manassas !
(from the Repubblica article. Photo credit: Elena Bertuzzi))
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Bologna Design Week. “Julieta Manassas”!
http://www.bolognadesignweek.com/
partecipante/julieta"manassas/?locale=it!

!

La Repubblica. “Julieta Manassas, Africa e alta
moda si incontrano nel suo atelier”!

18 October 2016!
http://boutique"bologna.blogautore.repubblica!
.it/2016/10/18/julieta"manassas"africa"e"alta"!
moda"si"incontrano"nel" suo"atelier/!

fashion and costume designer. When she is not
taking appointments or creating new styles, she
interns and works at theaters in Bologna and Parma.
Having earned her Certificato Modellistica
Industriale Donna from Il Gruppo La Perla and a
scholarship from the European Union, she’s moved
onto taking courses at the Istituto Carlo Secoli di
Bologna to obtain masters in Industrial Design and
women’s dress design. She also often promotes her
work through Instagram and social media. This
spring she will release a new collection which has

been kept under wraps. !
!
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Founder of the online platform DiverCity Hub
and the association Roots Evolution, Aida Bodian is
constantly looking for ways to inspire others and
expand people’s views about diversity. Based in
Reggio Emilia, Aida started DiverCity Hub as a
FaceBook group in September 2016. The group
serves to connect people with different influential
figures in business, not for profit, science and
the creative fields. DiverCity Hub began as
DB Magazine"Diversity is the Real Beauty in
September 2015, an online space that curated and
celebrated diverse stories about the arts, literacy,
food and travel, where she collaborated with
different writers. Now onto managing the
DiverCity Hub group, she collaborates with
Youness Warhou, a software programmer and
founder of [taliani Senza Cittadinanza (Italians
Without Citizenship), to keep the content inspiring
and relevant to its nearly 1000 members. !

I had first met Aida at the Ottobre Africano event
“Sprigionando Pensieri” in Bologna (I talk about
this event in the December 2016 newsletter), which
took place right after the launch of the blog. Her
inspiration for starting DiverCity Hub comes from
her life experiences and previous blogs. During her
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Photo credit: Nima Benati

adolescent period while living in Veneto, she would
write on her then"blog “Bianco e Nero” about her
experiences navigating feeling Italian, yet different
because of her Senegalese origins. !

The platform serves as a space to collect and
share diverse stories and events to remind people
about that they each have something beautiful to
share. One of her main pillars for her projects is to
use social media in a way that connects people to
see how they are similar and celebrate their
differences, rather than to divide communities. !

Social media pages like DiverCity Hub
connected Aida to other Italians with African
origins who shared similar experiences to hers and
these relationships culminated in the launch of the
association Roots Evolution in December 2016.
When reflecting on meeting other bloggers like
herself through social media, she describes how it
felt very comforting and exciting to know that
others had similar experiences to her, especially
since she thought she was the only one who felt
‘different’ from others. Founded by a team of five
young women, including natural hair blogger
Angela Adamou, Aida’s sister, and some friends,
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Roots Evolution team!
the association aims to celebrate the beauty of
individual and collective diversity through
community events and presentations. During their
first event in December 2016 at the Ghirba cafe in
Reggio Emilia, they invited local bloggers, activists
and writers to share about their projects, as well as
inviting attendees to speak as well. The organization
has already received press publications such as
through the online magazine La Macchina
Sognante. Video recordings of their first event can
also be found on their Youtube page Associazione
Roots Evolution.!

As someone who sparks creativity in others, Aida
gets her inspiration from a variety of figures in the
arts, entrepreneurs and educational fields. Some
include Italian director Fred Kuwornu of the films
Blaxploltalian: 100 Years of Blackness in Italian
Cinema (2016) and 18 IUS SOLI (2012), Milan"
based Evelyne Afaawua founder of Nappyltalia,
American director, educator and storyteller Tamara
Pizzoli of Black Girls in Rome and Milan web
series and The English Schoolhouse book series.
These figures encourage her to have different
outlooks about how she can bring people together
through personal and collective storytelling. Since
she always looking for new avenues for sharing her
experiences, she has also started a personal blog.
She’s excited about this new platform because it’s

Angela Adamou of Naturangi!
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not only a continuation of her blogging experience
from when she was younger, but it’s also a new
project that will complement her other initiatives. !
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People’s curiosities to know how to take care of
natural afro hair pushed award winning blogger
Angela Adamou to start the English and Italian blog
naturangi.com in January 2014. Angela launched it
with the intention of helping girls and young women
who want to learn how to take care of their hair but
do not know how. The blog follows her experiences
as she tries different hair styles, reviews products,
and practices various hair regimes. Overall, she
shares her successes, failures and obstacles while
taking care of her hair, with the aim of exemplifying
how easy it is to love and take care of natural hair.
Angela decided to learn how to take care of her
natural hair after cutting off her relaxed,
straightened hair. Her FaceBook page has over
35,300 followers. She’s featured on a variety of
English and Italian blogs such as Afroltalian Souls
and the Griot Magazine and also won the Africa"
Italy Excellence Award for Best Nappy Info Point
in 2015.!

I had first learned about Angela after scrolling
through bloggers of natural hair in Italy on
Instagram in early 2016. At this time, I only knew
about her blog as her main project. We first met at
the Roots Evolution event in Reggio Emilia, where I
even fan"girled and shared how much I admire her
blog and styles. Committed to the celebrating the
beauty of diversity, it’s not a surprise that she and
Aida Bodian consist of the team of founders of
Roots Evolution. She’s also the Community
Manager for the first online community dedicated to
African"European beauty, The Black Side of
Beauty. Using networks such as Instagram,
Facebook and Youtube, Angela describes the page
as “an online space designed to represent and
encourage European women with African origins to
value their beauty. It’s also a point of reference, a
space of inclusion and inspiration for all things
beauty, and fashion”. Angela’s blogging projects
illustrate how young Y.

Italian ~women  with
African  origins  are
cultivating community e
not only in Italy, but! }%3 1‘;’(}]('
also internationally by eauty
celebrating the beauty of

diversity and self"love. !
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